Press release

Evonik expands SPHERILEX® family: new silica now
available for deep-matte wood coatings

- Allows for a strong matte or silk-gloss finish in
architectural and wood coatings

- Improves the mechanical resistance of waterborne
coatings

- Can be easily incorporated into various formulations

Essen, Germany. Evonik is launching a new product incorporating
its proven SPHERILEX® technology. Spherical silica EXP 0002-1 is
characterized by particularly small particle size and suitable not
only for architectural paints, but also for waterborne, deep-matte
and silk-gloss wood coatings.

For wood surfaces, there is a general trend towards natural
esthetics and sustainability: customers want their parquet
flooring, kitchen countertops or furniture to feel smooth and
beautiful, while displaying the fine grain of the wood without any
glossy effect. Equally desired is for the surface to be durable and
resistant to mechanical stress.

"As indicated by customer trends, a wood coating has to do both,"
says Marc Trageser, Marketing Manager Decorative Coatings EMEA
at Evonik Coating Additives. "It should provide the best possible
protection for the surface, while allowing the surface to look
natural and untreated."

Particularly fine particles

The new member of the SPHERILEX® family, provisionally named
EXP 0002-1, helps extend the durability of a coating by improving
its scratch and abrasion resistance. At the same time, the silica
provides a matte or silk-gloss appearance to meet customers'
aesthetic requirements.

"In combination with classic matting agents, EXP 0002-1 acts as a
matting booster. As a result, the coated surface will have no gray
haze and the naturally beautiful structure will show through," says
Trageser.
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This is made possible through EXP 0002-1’s particularly fine,
spherical particles. By distributing mechanical forces, it helps
coated wood surfaces maintain a uniform, matte appearance,
while staying protected from scratches. This means that silica can
be used in architectural paints and waterborne wood coatings.

Compatible with a wide range of paint components

Another characteristic of EXP 0002-1 is the product's handling
and flexibility. "The product is very easy to incorporate into
formulations," says Pascal Schuster, Applied Research &
Technology Wood Coatings EMEA at Evonik Coating Additives.

As the silica only has a minimal impact on the viscosity of the
formulation, it helps prevent undesirable foam stabilization even
at high filling grades.

"Paint manufacturers can combine EXP 0002-1 with many other
additives, fillers and binder systems. This substantially increases
the range of applications for the new silica," Schuster says.

For more information, visit www.coating-additives.com.

Company information

Evonik is one of the world leaders in specialty chemicals. The company is active
in more than 100 countries around the world and generated sales of €15 billion
and an operating profit (adjusted EBITDA) of €2.38 billion in 2021. Evonik goes
far beyond chemistry to create innovative, profitable and sustainable solutions

for customers. About 33,000 employees work together for a common purpose:
We want to improve life today and tomorrow.

About Specialty Additives

The Specialty Additives division combines the businesses of versatile additives
and high-performance crosslinkers. They make end products more valuable,
more durable, save more energy and simply better. As formulation experts in
fast growing markets such as coatings, mobility, infrastructure and consumer
goods, Specialty Additives combines a small amount with a big effect. With its
3,700 employees the division generated sales of €3.71 billion in 2021.

Disclaimer

In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where
our statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements
may involve known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or
developments may vary, depending on changes in the operating environment.
Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies assume an obligation to
update the forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this release.
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